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COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

 Mayor McFarland called the regular meeting of the City of Watertown Common Council to order at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, July 20, 2021. 

ROLL CALL 

 Roll call showed the following present:  Ald. Pasch, Wendt, Bartz, Licht, Wagner, Schmid, Wetzel and Romlein.  

Absent:  Ald. Ruetten.  Staff present:  Assistant City Engineer Andrew Beyer, City Engineer Jaynellen Holloway, Fire Chief 

Kraig Biefeld, Health Officer Carol Quest, Police Chief Robert Kaminski, Recreation Director Randy Wojtasiak (remote), 

Zoning Administrator Jacob Maas, Strategic Initiatives and Development Coordinator Alex Allon (remote) and 

Clerk/Treasurer Elissa Friedl.   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag. 

MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING 

 Mayor McFarland inquired if there were additions or corrections to minutes of the Common Council meeting held 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021.  There being none, minutes were approved as presented. 

COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS PRESENT 

No comments were received. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

             The following reports were received and filed: Finance Committee 07/12/21; Plan Commission 06/28/21; Public 

Works 7/13/21. (Complete minutes are open for public inspection in the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office.)    

COMMUNICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Update on 111 S. Water Street development agreement: Strategic Initiatives and Development Coordinator Alex 

Allon reported the City is in the final stages of drafting the development agreement and are hoping to have the agreement 

before the Council on August 17 for final review.  The developer has been working with the design and engineering team 

for the Town Square, making sure there is a high-quality integration of the two sites.  Allon stated the project is a mixed-

use building with commercial and retail on the first floor and apartments above with a second-floor swimming pool facing 

the Rock River.   

 Employee recognition: Jonathan Lampe of the Library Board and Mayor McFarland presented a certificate to 

Margaret Checkai and thanked her for 25 years of service and former Mayor John David and Mayor McFarland presented 

a certificate to Robert Kaminski and thanked him for 30 years of service. 

 Appointments: Mayor McFarland presented an appointment to the Main Street Task Force:  Alderperson Romlein.  

Motion by Ald. Pasch, seconded by Ald. Wendt to approve this appointment carried by unanimous voice vote.   

 COVID-19 update and discussion: Health Officer Carol Quest reported as of this morning, they have no active 

confirmed cases, one active probable case, three suspect cases, 21 open contact investigations, 4.06% of positive cases 

have been hospitalized and there have been 44 deaths.  Watertown Health Department has given 4412 first doses and 

4207 second doses of vaccine.  Individuals fully vaccinated is at 38.1% in Watertown compared to 48.6% statewide.  

Quest said they have provided vaccinations in neighborhoods, are working with employers and going to long-term care 

facilities to offer vaccinations.  Ald. Pasch inquired if the percentages include children.  Quest said she can get more 

information on that to Ald. Pasch.  Ald. Wendt asked if there have been any cases of the variant in Watertown.  Quest said 
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the variant is prevalent in Wisconsin and it is in our community.  Mayor McFarland said there will be no future COVID-19 

updates at the Common Council meetings unless things change dramatically.    

 Recognition of the Health Department:  The Mayor recognized employees of the Health Department for their efforts 

to serve the community throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and said the staff profoundly impacted the community 

providing continual unwavering support throughout the pandemic.  The following were recognized for their perseverance, 

persistence and success:  Carol Quest, Abbigail Kuehn, Linda Hensler, Susan Wollin, Laci Cummings, Lisa Sweet, Holly 

Hisel, Kim Hiller, Patti Wetzel, Jeaneanne Howe, Tyler Kubicek, Becky Fischer, Kaylie Mason, Victoria Parker and Vilma 

Staude.  The Mayor thanked them all and said the City could not have weathered this without them.  Carol Quest thanked 

everyone and added she could not have imagined going through this without her staff.   

 Action on recommendation from Statewide Services, Inc. on behalf of LWMMI to disallow claim by John Block: Ald. 

Pasch made a motion to disallow a claim against the City of Watertown by John Block, seconded by Ald. Licht and carried 

by unanimous voice vote. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

             Certified accounts in the amount of $830,688.53 were presented.  Ald. Romlein moved to pay all certified 

accounts, seconded by Ald. Schmid and carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0.  Complete listing of accounts payable is 

open for public inspection in City Clerk/Treasurer’s office. 

REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 Reports presented:  Airport Commission 06/09/21; Historic Preservation & Downtown Design Commission 

06/16/21; Library Board 06/10 and 06/21/21; Licensing Board 07/14/21; Main Street Program 06/15/21; Park, Recreation 

& Forestry Commission 06/07/21; Police & Fire Commission 06/14/21; Payroll Summary 06/16 – 06/29/21; Senior Center 

Advisory Board 06/16/21; Transit Commission 07/12/21; Watertown Housing Authority 05/20/21.  All reports were 

accepted as presented.  

LICENSES 

 Application for “Class B” malt and liquor license, Fiesta Las Margaritas dba Fiesta Las Margaritas, 1512 S. 

Church Street (Cresenciana Sanchez, Agent).  Ald. Wendt moved to approve this license, seconded by Ald. Bartz and 

carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 Application for “Class B” malt and liquor license, The Vintage on Water Street LLC dba The Vintage on Water 

Street, 114 N. Water Street (Lucas M. Scheiber, Agent).  Ald. Wendt moved to approve this license, seconded by Ald. 

Bartz and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 Application for change of agent for American Legion Pitterle-Beaudoin Post 189 “Class B” malt and liquor license 

to Robert Hamburgur.  Ald. Romlein moved to approve the change of agent, seconded by Ald. Pasch and carried by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 Application for temporary premises amendment for Watertown Lodge #830 Loyal Order of Moose, 1222 Juneau 

Street for Saturday, August 21, 2021 from noon to 8 p.m.  Ald. Pasch moved to approve the temporary premises 

amendment, seconded by Ald. Wendt and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 Application for renewal of Secondhand Article / Jewelry Licenses for Watertown Trade and Auction, Chad Haase, 

204 N. Water Street.  Ald. Wetzel moved to approve this license, seconded by Ald. Wagner and carried by unanimous 

voice vote. 
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ORDINANCES 

 Ord. #21-30 to create Chapter 482 of the City of Watertown General Ordinances regarding creation of a 

Transportation Utility.  Sponsor:  Ald. Wetzel; From:  Public Works.  Ald. Wetzel moved for adoption of the ordinance on 

its first reading, seconded by Ald. Romlein.  Ald. Licht asked if this creates fees or sets the framework to create fees in the 

future.  Mayor McFarland responded that this sets up the infrastructure to have a transportation utility.  Next year the City 

would budget for a study and go from there.  Ald. Wendt asked the reason for this.  Mayor McFarland said if the study 

shows the City should be charging a fee, it provides a source of revenue for updating and maintenance of roads.  City 

Engineer Jaynellen Holloway said the Engineering Department recently reviewed infrastructure needs for the next decade 

and it came to roughly $40 million.  There are three bridges that need removal and replacement, seawall conditions that 

need to be addressed, roads that need to be taken care of and financing is needed to do so.  A transportation utility would 

potentially start creating funds for these needs to help control the amount the City has to borrow.  Ald. Wendt asked if 

other cities are doing this.  Holloway said yes and listed some.  Ald. Wendt asked if there was any idea what the cost 

would be to taxpayers.  Holloway said that would be explored with a study in 2022.  Ald. Wetzel stated he has many 

questions as this goes on, but this gets us in the door.  The Mayor said this allows a user fee where now roads are funded 

through taxes but not everyone that drives in the community pays a tax.  Ald. Schmid asked if personnel would be added 

because of the transportation utility.  The Mayor replied that the transportation utility would be managed by existing staff in 

the Public Works Department.   Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-7; No-1(Schmid). 

 Ord. #21-31 to create Chapter 550, Official Zoning Map of the City of Watertown.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; 

From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Wendt moved for adoption of the ordinance on its first reading, seconded by Ald. Pasch.  

Zoning Administrator Jacob Maas reported that there is no multiple (MULTI) zoning class in the City any longer, but some 

remnant parcels need to be rezoned as a result.  This property is owned by Clasen and would change from multiple to 

general industrial.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

 Ord. #21-32 to adopt the Planned Unit Development (PUD) – General Development Plan (GDP) & Precise 

Implementation Plan (PIP) under Section 550-152 for 421 East Horseshoe Road (PIN:  291-0815-0613-003) & 1112 West 

Street (PIN:  291-0815-0613-001).  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Wetzel moved for 

adoption of the ordinance on its first reading, seconded by Ald. Schmid and carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

 Ord. #21-33 to adopt the Planned Unit Development (PUD) – General Development Plan (GDP) & Precise 

Implementation Plan (PIP) under Section 550-152 for 601 North 2nd Street (PIN:  291-0915-3343-0060).  Sponsor:  Mayor 

McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Pasch moved for adoption of the ordinance on its first reading, seconded by 

Ald. Bartz.  Ald. Schmid asked if this was a business change and the Mayor replied this is an expansion.  Jacob Maas 

said this is to allow the Tipsy Goose to have an outdoor area.  Chapters 220, 410 and 550 would still apply.  Motion 

carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

 Ord. #21-34 to amend Section 398-20 Concession in the parks of the City of Watertown General Ordinances.  

Sponsor:  Ald. Licht; From:  Parks, Recreation and Forestry.  Ald. Pasch moved for adoption of the ordinance on its first 

reading, seconded by Ald. Wetzel.  Ald. Schmid asked if it is a $5 or $15 fee.  Ald. Licht said it is $5 if you don’t use any 

city buildings or equipment and it is $15 if you do but is not a new fee.  It is adding the exception for city facilitated events.  

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Exh. 9239 – Resolution to update Restocking Agreement Amendment and Addendum with Watertown Hospital.  

Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. Wagner moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Schmid and carried by 

unanimous voice vote.   

Exh. 9240 – Resolution to allow request for additional properties to be covered by the Watertown Fire 

Department.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. Wagner moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Bartz and 

carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Exh. 9241 – Resolution to approve Truancy Abatement Officer Contract with Watertown Unified School District for 

July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. Pasch moved for adoption, seconded by 

Ald. Licht and carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9242 – Resolution to approve Police/School Liaison Officer Contract with Watertown Unified School District 

for July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. Wendt moved for adoption, 

seconded by Ald. Wagner and carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9243 – Resolution to create Assistant Chief of Police position and amend 2021 Payroll Resolution.  Sponsor:  

Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. Wagner moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Pasch.  Ald. Wetzel asked how 

many captains there are now.  Chief Kaminski said there are three and the plan is to make one an Assistant Chief and 

maintain staffing of two captains.  Ald. Schmid asked if they could function affectively without the third captain.  The Chief 

said yes, they have plans to divide the work differently.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9244 – Resolution to authorize budget amendment to transfer $10,309.00 from Forestry Capital Projects to 

Parks Capital Outlay for the purchase of a Bobcat skid steer loader.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Finance.  Ald. 

Romlein moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Pasch.  The Mayor said there was a lot of discussion on this at the 

Finance Committee level.  The Parks Department is in a contract to purchase a new skid steer each year and trade-in the 

old one.  The Finance Committee has asked for a cost-benefit analysis to be done on that approach for the 2022 budget 

cycle but at this point, they are contractually obligated.  The Mayor said the price increase is due to the newer model and 

steel prices.  Ald. Schmid said a 20% increase seems high and asked if the trade-in price increased as well.  The Mayor 

said it did not and Ald. Schmid said the contract needs to be reviewed.  The Mayor said she would like a write-up from the 

Parks Department to provide in a future packet.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9245 – Resolution to amend amount of construction contract for Interurban Trailhead Bathroom Facility.  

Sponsor:  Ald. Licht; From:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry.  Ald. Licht moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Bartz.  Ald. 

Wetzel asked if the price increase is due to construction materials.  The Mayor said no, the change is due to an error in 

transferring a contract amount into a resolution.  Motion carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9246 – Resolution to discontinue a portion of East Division Street right-of-way.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; 

From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Pasch moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Wagner and carried by unanimous voice 

vote. 

Exh. 9247 – Resolution to approve the lease of airport hangar located at 1753 River Drive, Pin:  291-0815-0931-

001.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Licht moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Wendt and 

carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Exh. 9248 – Resolution to approve the lease of airport hangar located at 1753 River Drive, Pin:  291-0815-0931-

001.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Romlein moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Schmid 

and carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Exh. 9249 – Resolution to approve the lease of airport hangar located at 1821 River Drive, Pin:  291-0815-0933-

002.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Licht moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Wendt and 

carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Exh. 9250 – Resolution to approve the lease of airport hangar located at 1775 River Drive, Pin:  291-0815-0931-

001.  Sponsor:  Mayor McFarland; From:  Plan Commission.  Ald. Schmid moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Wetzel 

and carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Exh. 9251 – Resolution to update to City of Watertown Emergency Operations Plan.  Sponsor:  Ald. Romlein; 

From:  Public Safety & Welfare.  Ald. Romlein moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Wendt and carried by roll call 

unanimous voice vote. 

Exh. 9252 – Resolution approving the complete and final report of the Public Works Commission on Special 

Assessments.  Sponsor:  Ald. Wetzel; From:  Public Works.  Ald. Wetzel moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Bartz and 

carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9253 – Resolution to approve Change Order No. 1 for 2021 Curb & Gutter and Sidewalk Replacement 

Project with Rennhack Construction Co., Inc.  Sponsor:  Ald. Wetzel; From:  Public Works.  Ald. Wetzel moved for 

adoption, seconded by Ald. Romlein and carried by roll call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

Exh. 9254 – Resolution to approve Change Order No. 1 2021 Seal Coating Project with Scott Construction, Inc. 

Sponsor:  Ald. Wetzel; From:  Public Works.  Ald. Romlein moved for adoption, seconded by Ald. Licht and carried by roll 

call vote:  Yes-8; No-0. 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS PRESENT 

No comments were received. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Ald. Romlein moved to adjourn, 

seconded by Ald. Wagner and carried by voice vote at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Elissa Friedl, Clerk/Treasurer 

(Complete video of Council Proceedings on DVD.) 

(DISCLAIMER: These minutes are uncorrected; any corrections will be noted in the proceedings at which these minutes are 

approved.)  


